II
LAN-CHOU   FU,   HSI-NING?   KUMBUM,   TANKAR
EJN-CHOU FU9 the capital of the province of Kan-su,
is situated on the right bank of the Yellow River in
a broad loess valley, whose principal width is on the left
bank, the hills from Tung-kuan p'u to Lan-chou forming
an arc of a circle with about a three-niile radius, its
western extremity in front of the city and opposite a
spur of the southern hills. Though not very extensive,
ifc is densely populated (70,000 to 80,000 inhabitants),1 a
majority of the people being Mohammedans. To the west
of the Chinese is the Manchu city,, which is but sparsely
inhabited, the greater part being given up to govern-
mental uses. There are no suburbs of any importance,
except on the south side, where stands the closed, woolen
factory erected by Tso Ts'ung-tang, besides a number of
tobacco factories and' a few houses. The walls are kept
in excellent repair, and cannon of foreign make are
mounted on them. On a hill which commands the city
to the west is an entrenched camp, but most of the
'garrison, 3000 men, are stationed in the Manchu city.
A great deal of tobacco is grown around Lan-chou, and
the preparation of it is the principal industry of this place.
A large proportion of this business is in the hands of Shen-
* Kreitner, op.,o*t,p. 54, gives the . ported to. contain 40,000 houses. He
population as half a million, andOolo- does not mention, however, whether
nel Bell, op. cit., p. 68, says it is re- they are all inhabited.